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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
BISHOP TROY A. BARNETT
Well, as we approach six (6) years, there are so many things running through my mind. How did we get here so fast? The intricacies of the transition, the growth, the battles we have overcome
and won, the obstacle we continue to navigate our way through
and around, the love and support that has continued to generate
and grow for my family since we arrived in 2007 and the joy in experiencing each of these moments. God ordained me to come to Baltimore and prepared me for where
we are today.
I arrived a minister in 2007, elevated to Elder, to District Elder, to Chairman over the Elders and Ministers
of the Way Of the Cross Church, to Pastor and then to the Office of Bishop in 11 years while keeping a demanding full-time job as executive and earning my MBA from the University of Maryland RH Smith School
of Business. That growth is not typical or ordinary; it is extraordinary under the guidance and hand of
God. Let no one try to dictate to you your growth in God by comparing you to them or you to others.
You have your own walk with God. Let Him be the “lamp to unto your feet and the light unto your path”.
No man with his frailties and arrogances and competitive spirit can dictate your walk. Let God direct and
you follow. That is all I have done.
I have been faithful to my spiritual leader, faithful in the giving of my resources, time, and studies to the
word of God. God has found me worthy to lead this great body of believers, the Refuge Way of the Cross
Church of Christ. These last six (6) years would not have been possible without your support publicly and
privately as the enemy has tried to influence and direct you contrary to the will of God. However, you understood “attachment” versus “assignment”. God assigned me to you and you to me for such a time as
this. The assignment transcends family lines, personal feelings and devilish influences. When you know
where God has assigned you, it drives your commitment to God and to the assignment you have been
called to. Thank you Refuge for honoring God’s assignment in support of the THIS ministry, THIS Family,
THIS body of believers and THIS Pastor.
We are on the move and look to complete this building as soon as possible. God has given me direction of
what these next stages are to be and He has aligned the people that will be a great support in completing
God’s vision and direction. We have stood the test of time together, weathered the storms and celebrated some momentous occasions over the last six (6) years. We have made mistakes together, got frustrated together, got angry together and cried together. We have also laughed together, celebrated together,
shouted together and rejoiced together. These are the hallmarks of a great family and that is what we
are ….. The Refuge Family!!
Thank you for allowing me to be your Pastor for the last six (6) years. I love you all and look forward to
the many celebrations we have yet to experience together.
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A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FROM OUR FOUNDER
CONGRATULATIONS
to Pastor Troy A. Barnett!!
"It gives me great pleasure to express my
feelings and appreciation to Pastor Troy
Barnett as we celebrate his 6th Pastoral
Anniversary. Pastor Barnett, you have
been such a tremendous blessing to me
and to the members of Refuge. You truly
have a heart for the people of God. Pastoring people takes great humility and a
degree of sacrifice that most people do
not realize. To be willing to remain in a
place where you can hear the voice of
God requires more than most are willing
to give. For nearly sixty (60) years, there
have been no sacrifices too big or too
small and I would do it all again because I
am a servant. Pastor, as I look back on
these six years, I can truly say you are also a servant and I have seen and witnessed your servitude personally. I pray
that as you, Joshua, continue to lead this
flock, you will continue to listen to the
voice of God and as God was with me, so
will He be with you."
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
HOW HAS YOUR WIFE, LADY
TIFFANY BARNETT, SUPPORTED YOU IN YOUR PASTORAL POSITION?
Immeasurable. You can’t put a price or even
have words to truly articulate what she has
meant to me and the ministry. Her support,
prayers, and willingness to sacrifice her time and
me for the ministry enables me to hear the voice
of God. Many times, she is hearing things for the
first time like the members because I move as
God leads me and I understand from words of
wisdom from Apostle Cannady, that there are
some things that cannot be shared as I can’t
place a burden on her that God has meant for
me to carry. She embraces who she is and the
position she is called to as my wife and First Lady
of Refuge and I believe the members love and
respect her for this and the sacrifices she makes
for the betterment of God’s ministry. Going on
28 years of marriage this year and 31 years of
knowing one another…. simply priceless.

A Congratulatory Message from
Lady Tiffany Barnett
Congratulations on your
6th Pastoral Anniversary
On this special occasion, we honor
you for your spiritual leadership and
dedication to the members of Refuge Way of the Cross Church of
Christ, Inc.
Be blessed,
Lady Tiffany Barnett
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE WHEN TRANSITIONING TO THE
PASTORAL POSITION?

I was sent to be a support for Apostle
Cannady…period. It was not my desire to follow in his footsteps as pastor or obtain a title. We had many
conversations about the transition,
however he never listened to me. As
much as I pushed against this effort,
he allowed God to lead him and made
decisions and moved when God told
him to. I did not know he was going
to announce me as pastor on the Sunday that he did. I did not know he was
giving up his chair when he did. I was
just as surprised as everyone else was
-- just as I was when Bishop Brooks
announced (at his keynote in 2018),
that he was led by God to elevate me
to the office of Bishop. I don’t believe

position should be based on longevity or popularity. There is more
value when elevation is directed by
God. Apostle Cannady has surprised me and others throughout
this whole transition. What others
thought and what some prepared
for, was not in the will of God.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE WHEN APOSTLE CANNADY ASSIGNED
THE “FOUNDER’S CHAIR” OVER TO YOU?

Transition of any kind is difficult. There is over 64 years of history established under Apostle
Cannady. There was only one voice in the house. The transition from his style of leadership to
mine was not easy. There were many conversations happening, but I believe we are right
where God wants us to be now, and I am blessed to have a wonderful group of members to
lead that truly love me and my family and support the decision made by Apostle Cannady under the leading of the Lord. The members who are here are here by assignment and not
attachment. When you know who you are and where God has called you, you are not influenced by family name, affiliations, or friends. You are led by God and it takes a level of Spiritual
maturity to understand that. That is what I love about Refuge.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE WHEN
TRANSITIONING TO THE OFFICE OF
BISHOP?
More responsibility and increased desire to help the
organization grow. My goal is to support this organization and its leadership as God leads them. I will
never be an individual that only shows up if my
name or the church’s name is called.
That is selfishness and, in the end, will not be blessed
by God. Either you support the organization, or you
don’t. Refuge has a long history of supporting this
organization under Apostle Cannady and it is my desire to continue that trend. I encourage our members and leadership to get involved where they can
help this organization as much as possible.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
WHAT IS YOUR TAKE ON SUPPORTING THE VISION OF APOSTLE
LEROY H. CANNADY, SR. IN THE BUILDING OF THE NEW CHURCH?

The fact he and God trust me to complete the vision is an honor within itself. We have done many things to
solidify the financial infrastructure to
prepare the ministry for future
growth. Apostle Cannady is someone
you want to fight and support for as
much as you can. That is why God
sent me here.

I am praying, pushing, and supporting the building project on every level because I want to
see Apostle Cannady walk in and preach in this new facility. That should be everyone’s focus. We should all want to do this for a man who has given so much of himself to the
saints, his family and to the ministry of God.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR

QUESTION:
WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN YOUR
PASTORAL POSITION?

Some of my accomplishments are as follows:
• Established Leadership meetings
• Completing the building of the new facility
• Improved the financial infrastructures (IRS, 511, Haven of Refuge)
• Purchased and established a men’s boarding house
• Major investment in Refuge Housing and took over management
• Established and published yearly calendar
• Established monthly newsletter
• Welcomed 4 new ministers
• Will complete the Documentary on Apostle Cannady’s life
th
th
• Successful planning of his 95 and 100 birthday celebrations
• Souls have been baptized and filled with the Gift of the Holy Ghost
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PASTOR
QUESTION:
WHAT IS SOMETHING THAT YOU LOVE ABOUT
PASTORING REFUGE?
The people. Everyone has a different story with a different history
and that story and history makes
them who they are. Getting to
know people and how they came to
Refuge and their experiences while
being here adds to my relationship
with them and I also believe it
makes me a better Pastor. You
must know them that labor among
you and that is what I strive to do.
That is the mindset of a servant.

QUESTION:
WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR GREATEST PASTORING EXPERIENCES?

It is still early in my pastoring, but I believe for me it is seeing an individual’s spiritual growth and the members truly forming and thriving in their personal relationship with God. When I see members putting God first, it puts a
smile in my spirit. My style of pastoring is to let God be God and let His Spirit be the final authority in the lives of
the people. If the members have to check with the Pastor on everything, they make the Pastor their God and that
is a dangerous place to be for them and that Pastor. When I hear how God is establishing His presence in the lives
of the saints through their testimony, through the messages of the preachers, it lets me know, they are not only
hearing, but listening to the voice of God. I am just a servant…that’s it. Just an under-shepherd in this part of the
vineyard for such a time as this.
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THE FUN SIDE OF OUR PASTOR

If you know our Pastor, you know he has a very humorous side to him that can
be explosive. Just as passionate as he is about the church and spiritual aspects,
he is just as passionate when it comes to having fun. Our Pastor can turn on a
dime and give you "that look" which can mean several things. He has nicknames for some of us (which I will not disclose mine) that makes you think
"what is that about?" And yes, although he is 100 percent accountable to you
as our spiritual leader, in turn he demands the same accountability from you.
He oftentimes uses that humorous side to get his point across. We are not
"appointed" to our Pastor, we are "assigned" and that assignment unites us as
a team. It is a pleasure to serve under such a great Man of God. We are
#RefugeReady"
Submitted by Sister Vivian Person

6TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF PASTOR TROY A. BARNETT

PASTOR BIRTHING THE SONS OF THE GOSPEL

Other preachers of Refuge,
Elder Hardy Mercer and
Bishop Barnett, from day one, has always harped
Minister Eric Johnson
on having your own relationship with God. So
(photos above)
when we came to him about the call that God

had placed on their lives his response was the
same... "O really?" And that was it.. unbeknownst to either of us, we had all
gone back to Bishop Barnett at different times to let him know again of what
the Lord was pressing on us and he led us to read 1st Corinthians 6. In that, it
let us know the seriousness of the call and he made sure that we knew that
man could not call us, Only God, because when the trials of life come we
can't blame man. We can only go to God. Because of this approach, it caused
us to really zero in and depend on God to lead us and with God's leadership
and the counsel of our pastor, Bishop Barnett, we have matured in our calling and are doing the will of God. We thank God for our pastor who pushed
us to search the scriptures beyond the red letters and the black and white
pages and develop our relationship with God.
*Submitted by Elder Elect Dominique Wilkes
Under Pastor Barnett’s leadership he has birth four Sons
of the Gospel (photos
above), Elder Elect
Dominique Wilkes, Minister
Sean Miller, Minister Ronald
Rowlette, and Minister Wilbert Smith.
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PASTOR’S WORD CORNER

”THANK GOD, I FOUND HIM”

“’SATAN, KEEP YOUR HANDS
OFF OF ME”

Isaiah 55:6-13. Genesis 6:3,

Zachariah 2:8-13

December 3, 2017

July 16, 2017

“MY GOD WANTS A YES”

“GOD IS IN CONTROL”

Matthew 5:33-37

Romans 13:1-2, Proverbs 19:21,

January 28, 2018

February 4, 2018

“THIS WILL BE OVER SOON:

“WHEN WAS YOUR LAST CHECKUP?”

KEEP IT TOGETHER”

2 Corinthians 13:1-10, James 1:23-25

Psalms 119:1-17

September 10, 2019

March 10, 2019

“GUESS WHO’S LOOKING
FOR ME”
Luke 15:1-7
September 24, 2017

‘HE’S MAKING ME STRONGER”
Romans 5:1-5
May 13, 2018

"IT’S IMPORTANT TO ME.
THAT’S WHY I REMEMBER”
1 Corinthians 11:24-25
September 29, 2019

“IT’S GETTING CLOUDY”

“WHEN GOD WALKS THROUGH”

“STAY THE COURSE”

1 Luke 12:54-56, 1 Kings 18:36-46

Isaiah 43:1-7, Deuteronomy 23:14

Joshua 1:1-9, Psalms 119:1-8

September 29, 2019

October 10, 2021

March 20, 2022
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MINISTRY LEADERS
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES
DEACON BOARD
The Deacon Board congratulate our Pastor on his 6th Anniversary. We appreciate
your leadership and as always the Deacon Board stands unified with you.
*Chairman - Deacon John Person
ELDERS AND MINISTERS
Praise the Lord Bishop Barnett! On behalf of the Elders and Ministers, we just want to
say thank you for your obedience to the Lord that He is able to use you at any given
time. We will continue to follow you as you follow Christ and may He give you his divine favor in Jesus Name.
*President - Elder Hardy Mercer
MISSIONARY BOARD
Congratulations on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary. We pray that you have many more
years for Pastoring God’s people.
*President: Missionary Anita Miller
MEN’S MINISTRY
Congratulations Pastor from the Men’s Ministry. Truly you have

been a blessing to Refuge.
* President: Deacon Albert Boyd
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Congratulations on your Pastoral Anniversary Bishop! You are a blessing to
this Ministry and I pray that God continue to use you and prosper you as
you continue to work in His Kingdom.
*President - Sister Robin Wilkes

MINISTRY LEADERS
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES
OUTREACH MINISTRY
The Outreach Ministry would like to congratulate you on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary. May God continue to guide you with His love and grace as you continue this
journey as our Pastor.
*President - Minister Eric Johnson

PASTOR’S AID
The Pastor’s Aid would like to wish a Happy 6th Pastoral Anniversary. We’re looking
forward to many more because you’re a “keeper”.
*President: Sis. Bonnie Wise

TRUSTEE BOARD
Congratulations Pastor Barnett on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary. May God continue
to bless you.

*President - Brother Gregory Cannady
SENIOR CARE MINISTRY
Congratulations Pastor Barnett - You make a difference in the Senior Care Ministry by
the encouragement you give us in supporting our ministry on Wednesdays and your
calls, teaching and prayer! We appreciate you from the depths of our hearts.
*President - Missionary Shirley Johnson

USHER BOARD
We, the Ushers of Refuge, would like to congratulate you on your 6th year Pastoral
Anniversary. We love you and First Lady for your teaching and training.
*President - Sister Pam Foote
MUSIC MINISTRY
Praise the Lord and congratulations Bishop Barnett on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary.
The Music Ministry is praying for you and we thank you for dedication to Refuge, your
leadership and love for God's people. Continued blessings.
*Minister of Music - Brother James Cannady. Sr.

MINISTRY LEADERS
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES
GREETERS
Happy 6th Pastoral Anniversary to you Pastor. Thank God for your faithfulness over the years.
*President - Sister Sandra Cannady
CHURCH COMPTROLLER
Congratulations Pastor Barnett on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary.
*Deacon Wendell Miller
CHURCH EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Congratulations to Pastor Troy Anthony Barnett who encourages me to tunnel
through from the heart with -" PRAYER, PURPOSE AND PREPARATION".

*Missionary Shirley Johnson
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
Congratulations on #6 Pastor Barnett and we appreciate all you and your
family have given and sacrificed to Refuge and to our Founder. Looking forward to many more.
*Sister Vivian Person

ASSISTANT CHURCH SECRETARY
Congratulations on your 6th Pastoral Anniversary
*Missionary Juanita Cannady
FINANCE ASSISTANT
Congratulations Pastor! I’m so thankful for your vision, dedication, and sacrifice for accepting the call to lead God’s people. Love, peace, and blessings!
*Sister Keah Berry-Haygood

PASTOR’S PICTURE COLLAGE

